
NE Strategy of Use Plan 



Background, Objective & Strategy of Use 
V Background: 

Å Convective WX events in the NE severely restrict the 
amount of airspace that is available to provide ATC 
services 

Å AFPs can be an effective way to manage the constraint 
and give the operators some level of control

Å AFPs should only be used during the most severe WX 
events 

V Objective:
Å Create a document to improve transparency for all NAS 

users and FAA facilities of how and when to use AFPs
Å Re-evaluate FEA/FCA throughput during normal, clear 

WX days so we have a good, data derived, starting point 
for DoOconversations   

V Strategy of Use:
Å Proactive management of the NAS without over control

Å Use a multilayered TMI approach while utilizing 
AFPs 



TMIs commonly used in 
conjunction with AFPs
VGDPs

VGround Stops

VRoute outs

VLow Level Escape Routes

VCAN Routes 

VCapping and Tunneling 

TMIs used in Conjunction 
V GDP: 
ÅWhen GDPs are used in conjunction with AFPs, the 

GDP assigned delay takes priority over the AFP
Å The goal is not to equalize delay between each 

program 
V Ground Stop, Route Outs, Escape Routes, CAN Routes and 

Capping and Tunneling:
Å All used to increase arrival capacity and departure 

throughput
Å Reduce volume and complexity in high altitude 

sectors
Å Maximize the use of all airspace to maximum extent 

possible (ground up) 
Å Provide stakeholders options to escape delay but fly 

either longer or lower routes segments 
Note: CAN routes normally need to be issued 5-6 hours 
before the constrained time period to capture westcoast
departure volume 



Standard AFPs for NE Operations:
Several standardized AFPs were designed for the most often encountered NE Severe 
Weather events.  The standardized NE AFPs include:

üOB6
ü ID1
üDC7

üOB1
üA08



When to Consider an AFP Strategy 
V Only when extremely severe WX system threaten the NE
Å AFPs by design are the most impactful of all TMIs 
Å AFPs can be an effect tool for maximizing some level of 

throughput in airspace that would otherwise be closed 
during severe WX events

Å Location of the forecasted convective activity as well as 
the type (air mass, line, cluster), speed, growth, timing 
and whether to favor arrival or departures all play into 
the decision making process  

V Generally 3 types of NE severe WX
Å Severe WX forecasted or present in ZOB and ZDC will 

absorb the rerouted demand 
Å Severe WX forecasted or present in ZDC and ZOB will 

absorb the rerouted demand 
Å Severe WX forecasted or present in ZDC, ZOB & ZNY 

and capacity in all 3 will be greatly reduced 


